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A Architectural Characteristics

The Bend-i Mahi bridge was built on the southwest and the northeast. _I"'
fl !thasa62m length, 5.5 m height and a 4 m width. It is made up of two
pointed arches. There are two-colored, evenly-cut stone coatings on and
between the arches.
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Bend-i Mahi kdpriisii, glineybati ve kuzeydogu yonlerine kurulmustur.

Képriiniin uzunlugu 62 m. yiiksekligi 5.5 m. ve genisligi 4 metredir. Sivri w Wi
kemerli iki gozden meydana gelmistir. Képrii kemerlerinde ve iki kemer 4 ?
arasinda iki renkli diizgiin kesme tas kaplamalar kullanilmistir. www.alwaysvan.com ( : e
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A Strategic Transition Poin
of the Silk Road

_ The bridge is found on the Bend-i Mahi Brook on the old main road
==t between Ercis-Muradiye in the Muradiye district of Van. Its name
comes from the Bend-i Mahi Brook. It is built on the Silk Road and is
one of the strategically important bridges. It was extensively renovated
during the Baghdad Expedition of the Ottoman Sultan Murat IV.
(1635-1639) Today, the bridge is far from the main roads and is close
~— __tovehicle traffic. It has been renovated recently. =

History of the Bridge

A stone with an engraving “1241” was found among the stones used
for building the bridge. In light of this information and its architectural
characteristics, it is assumed that the bridge was built in the XIII.

century by the Seljuks. According to another assumption, it was built
by a Mongolian ruler for his entry to Anatolia from Tebriz.

ipek Yolu'nun Stratejik
Gegis Noktasi

Van ili Muradiye il¢esinde, Ercis-Muradiye arasindan gecen Bend-i
Mabhi Cay iizerinde bulunmaktadir. ismini Bend-i Mahi Cayindan
almaktadr. ipek Yolu iistiine kurulmus, stratejik 5Gneme sahip
kpriilerden biridir. Osmanli Padisahi IV. Murat’in Bagdat Seferi
sirasinda (1635-1639) kapsamli bir sekilde tamir edilmistir. Giiniimiizde
karayolundan uzak olan kopril, tasit trafigine kapalidir. Restore
edilmistir.
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