A Universal Heritage :
The church was renovated faithfully to its original structure between

2005-2007 auspices of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic
of Turkey. The church was opened for museum visits on March 27 2007. §
In 2010, Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey opened
the church for prayer for a single time in a year.
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Church of the Holy Cross

Akdamar Kilisesi (Kutsal Hag Kilisesi), adanin giiney dogusundadir.
Kilise, mimari agidan Ortacag Ermeni sanatinin en parlak eserleri
arasindadir. Dogu Helenizminin de en giizel 6rnekleri arasinda sayilan
kilisede; ikona, fildisi oymaciligi gibi sanatlarin stisledigi duvarlar
canliligini hala korumaktadir.

Kutsal Hag Kilisesi

Akdamar Kilisesi (Kutsal Hag Kilisesi), adanin giiney dogusundadir.
Kilise, mimari acidan Ortagag Ermeni sanatinin en parlak eserleri
arasindadir. Dogu Helenizminin de en giizel 6rnekleri arasinda sayilan
kilisede; ikona, fildisi oymaciligi gibi sanatlarin siisledigi duvarlar
canliligini hala korumaktadir.

The Largest Island of Lake Van

Akdamar Island is the largest island in Lake Van. Its highest point is
1912 m high. It is surrounded with steep rocks that go as high as 8o
m. Its territory is 70.000 m? and has a coastal length of 3 km. The
island offers a mesmerizing view with almond trees blooming in spring
months.

Van Denizi'nin En Blyiik Adasi

Akdamar Adas, Van Denizi’nde yer alan en biiyiik adadir. En yiiksek
noktasi 1912 metredir. Yiiksekligi 80 metreye ulasan dik kayaliklarla
cevrilidir. 70,000 m? olan adanin toplam kiyr uzunlugu

3 kilometredir. Ada; Uizerindeki badem agaglarinin baharda ¢icek
acmasiyla bilyiileyici bir manzaraya sahip olmaktadir.

Al{daar Chrch:
Alliance of Civilizations &

The church has a rich figurative repertoire. Scenes from the Bible,
Torah and the Quran are carved on the stones. The fall of Adam and
Eve from the Garden of Eden, the fall of Prophet Yunus into the sea,
Virgin Mary and Jesus on her lap, Battle of David and Goliath, 3 Jews
thrown into fire and Daniel in the Lion's cave are the chief among
these scenes. These depictions are almost the summary of man's
adventures on earth. On the western front of the church are found
illustrations of King Gagik and the pediments have illustrations of the
four gospel writers. The animal illustrations also draw attention as
they depict animals that no longer exist in Anatolia.

Akdamar Kilisesi:
Medeniyetler Ittifaki

Kilisenin figiirlii repertuari oldukca zengindir. incil Tevrat ve Kur'an’da
anlatilan sahneler taslara islenmistir. Hz. Adem ile Havva'nin cennetten
kovulmasi, Yunus peygamberin denize atilmasi, Hz. Meryem ve
kucaginda Isa, Hz. Davut ile Goliat'in miicadelesi, atese atilan i Ibrani
genci ve aslan ininde Daniel sahneleri bunlarin baslicalaridir. Kilise
bu goriinlimiiyle adeta insanin yeryiizii macerasini 6zetlemektedir.
Kilisenin Bati cephesinde Kral Gagik tasvirlerinden baska kilisenin
dort yéniindeki alinliklarinda Incil yazarlan tasvir edilmistir. Hayvan
figiirleri de 0 zaman Anadolu’da yasayip simdi nesli tiikenen hayvanlari
betimlemesi agisindan dikkate sayandir.
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